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As principal of Pompano Beach High School (PBHS), a magnet school focused on International 
Affairs with Information Technology located in Florida (USA), one of my goals is to provide 
opportunities for our students, faculty and staff, families, and community members to increase 
worldwide connections through personal global interactions.  

Pompano Beach High School's experience has proven that making the initial partner connections 

can be well thought out with extensive planning or as simple as a fortuitous drop in visit to our 

campus.  The second was true when we were visited one day by an enthusiastic group from Sao 

Sebastiao, Brazil.  It was immediately apparent that a strong relationship was inevitable.  Through 

positive communication and shared goals, the connection was made and Sao Sebastiao became 

an active and signicant partner. 

School partnerships are enriched by Pompano Beach High School's biennial International Summit 

created to develop cultural understanding in the eld of education, increase knowledge about the 

United States and visiting schools, and establish lasting ties between all the participants.  The rst 

Summit was held in 2012 when educators and students from Japan and Sweden were invited to 

our campus for a week of collaboration and sharing.  Since then, school partnerships have 

ourished as evidenced at the 2021 Summit with the participation of over 170 guest students, 

teachers, and administrators from Brazil, China, Egypt, France, Germany, India, Ireland, Mexico, 

Nepal, Poland, Switzerland, Turkey, United Kingdom, and Zimbabwe.  The positive impact is 

tremendous as evidenced in the voices of our attendees at the close of each Summit.  One of our 

guests, a student from Brazil, tearfully encapsulated her Summit experience in one word: saudade.  

Visiting Brazil and other countries of partner schools is another way for our stakeholders to 

increase global connections.  Students and faculty members of Pompano Beach High School 

travel to many of our partner schools around the world.  Experiencing the various cultures and 

classrooms is exciting and can be a life changing experience.  Several of our students changed 

their career goals as a result of their experiences traveling to our partner schools.  

I was privileged to be selected by the United States Department of State as a member of the 2013-

2014 Brazil Administrator Exchange Program.  It gave me the opportunity to travel to Brazil for two 

weeks where I was able to share school administration experiences, develop school leadership 

and management models, and increase understanding between Brazil and American educators.  

It was my pleasure to reciprocate and host three Brazilian administrators at our school.  During 

their visit, they could be seen around campus participating in many activities such as busily taking 

notes in an economics class, listening to student debate teams compete, and joining in 

extracurricular events such as a tailgate party at a football game.  The Brazilian administrators' 

enthusiasm and willingness to share with our faculty, staff, and students was stimulating and 

enriching for all those involved.

International understanding has never been more important than it is today. The 

global connection that Pompano Beach High School has with its partner schools 

fosters and supports benecial communication through the commitment and 

diligence of each member.  It is my hope that all of our collaborative efforts 

continue to make a positive impact in the lives of those who participate.

Hudson B. Thomas
Pompano Beach High School





Student: Eduardo (Brazil) 
Reinterpretation of The Scream (1893)
by Edvard Munch

Student: Rebeca (Brazil)
Reinterpretation of the painting Girl Sitting (1886)
by Antônio Rafael Pinto Bandeira
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Let´s do it together!
Jovens em Ação and Jovens em Atuação projects 
were present in my life as a student. Participating in 
these projects not only changed my student life but 
also made me evolve as a person because they made 
me see the world and life in other ways. Through 
activities such as the student council and theater I 
learned to have more responsibility, commitment, 
develop a critical sense, formulate ideas, have 
autonomy, freedom to express myself, and I was 
encouraged to run after what I need and what I want. 
Because of  these projects I was also able to improve 
my shyness and the way I communicate with people.
Being part of  these projects was indispensable for 
me to decide in which professional area I want to be 
in the future. Besides this, several educational tools 
were learned by me during these experiences 
because these projects are interdisciplinary and 
make everything and even more of  what we learn in 
school be inserted in them.
Jovens em Ação and Jovens em Atuação  projects 
have as their main objective the youth protagonism 
and this is why they are essential in the lives of  
young students. With the experience I had, I can say 
that this objective was fulfilled because the learning 
did not remain stuck only in the classroom; it 
transcended the school and reached not only the 
students but also the staff, families, neighborhood 
residents, and society in general.  
I had incredible experiences with both projects! 
They gave me the courage to face big challenges 
that even I myself  didn't think were possible to 
achieve. I don't know where I would be today if  I 
had chosen not to participate in them; I don't know 
who I would have become without them. 
Furthermore, none of  this would be possible 
without the full support of  everyone involved in the 
creation of  these projects, especially teachers Rafael 
Romero and Kaylla Prado who were at the forefront 
of  it all.

"Education demands the greatest 
care, because it influences the whole 
of  life." (Seneca)

Lívia Vieira

The youth protagonism in the public schools of  São Sebastião

During adolescence we discover new interests within ourselves, and we yearn for 
different experiences and form our own opinions. We start to have a more sensitive 
look at what happens around us, especially in the school environment, which is the 
place where we spend most of  our time. Thus, it is inevitable that many ideas are born 
within us to make this school environment more pleasant and to support students who have 
different interests.
When I was in seventh grade, my English teacher Rafael Romero started a project involving the 
student council, which aroused my curiosity; after all, I had always heard about the council, but I 
had never seen it at school. After a few months the voting and election of  the new student council 
took place and I finally started to see changes in the school and noticed that the students started to 
have a more active voice. This was something new that gave us hope.
With this new beginning in all schools in São Sebastião, the city government started to invest in 
equipment so that the students could have a better experience and be able to elaborate their projects 
more easily. Each student council got a camera and a course on how this equipment works, given by 
Mr. Romero himself. And so I started to get involved in this project, which by then was already called 
Jovens em Ação. I liked it so much that I got more and more involved. I participated in the first 
Inspira Magazine, in student events that involved all the municipal schools, and I also attended 
some of  the launchings of  other editions of  the magazine.
In the last days of  my eighth grade year I participated in a selection process for an exchange to Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida and I was one of  the six students selected for this experience. It was nine days 
attending the International Summit 2019 at Pompano Beach High School. It was wonderful! I 
learned a lot about cultures and had the privilege of  presenting Brazil and my city, São Sebastião, to 
people from various places in the world.
When I came back to Brazil I shared with my friends everything I had experienced and encouraged 
them to join the Jovens em Ação project. We won the student elections and became the student 
council of  the school where we studied, and within a year we had a campaign against violence 
against women, a talent show, a color party, an exhibition of  activities, inter-class and inter-school 
games, and artistic presentations with music and dance, as well as seeking improvements for our 
school environment. We worked a lot and learned a lot from each other and made the other students 
happy with the diversified activities.
That same year I participated in auditions for another project called Jovens em Atuação and soon 
started to be a part of  it. The first play I performed in was "Der Jasager " by Bertolt Brecht. After 
that I participated in a Sarau called "The Lost Notebook of  Eros" that had participants from ten 
schools in the city. It was a magical experience that contributed a lot for me to discover a new taste of  
mine: theater. And this participation in Youth in Action helped me and still helps me today because 
it works on my socio-emotional skills while contributing to expand my knowledge about theater 
techniques, history, literature, and art in general.
After telling part of  my story, it makes sense to say that projects like these aimed at youth 
protagonism provide unique opportunities and change lives.
When teachers and school managers give credibility to the ideas and opinions of  
their students, the world gets closer and closer to becoming a better place.

Amanda Santos de Queiroz



































It is with great joy that we embrace with love, even 
if  virtually, all the students and educators from the 
countries committed to this international project.
Creating this material has brought us a wealth of  
cultural and pedagogical details that fill us with 
pride. Inside this magazine we can see the work and 
affection around the world for a transforming and 
quality education. Our students deserve it! They are 
the youth of  today but the adults of  tomorrow who 
will continue this process of  valuing education.
I invite you all to visit our beloved São Sebastião, 
São Paulo, Brazil. Our city will always be with open 
arms to have you all here.
Thank you very much for all your support and work 
to make this magazine happen!

Respectfully

Felipe Augusto
Mayor of  São Sebastião

http://www.saosebastiao.sp.gov.br/

Our city is wa
iting for you.

Visit São Sebastião!
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